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his father insisted on their being applied.
Grown bold by experience, resolved to mag-
netise him earlier in the day ; commenced,
accordingly, at a quarter past four; though
dreadfully excited at the time, he was sound
asleep, and the fit came on in five minutes.

Fearing to terminate it as quickly as yes-
terday, allowed it to last seventeen minutes, !,
when I awoke him as usual, and he appear-
ed more tranquil.
19th. Magnetised him at a quarter before
one; he was sound asleep in two minutes,
though perfectly cheerful before; a slight
1H came on which I terminated in seven
minutes; he remained well all the rest of
the day.

20th. Omitted the manipulations ; he had
no attack, nor has he had one since ; from
this time he may be considered well.
Two experienced medical men, besides

the members of the family, witnessed the
effects of the remedy, if so it may be called.
N.B. Any medical man who may feel in-

terested by this account, and wish to learn
further particulars of the case, can apply to
the author, and may, through him, procure
an interview with the father of the patient,
who will feel much pleasure in corrobo-
rating these facts.

CHOLERA IN IRELAND.

P. HENNIS GREEN, M.B.

R. GREEN, M.D.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR :&mdash;I beg to forward, for insertion in
your Journal, a letter which I have just re-
ceived from a medical friend in the South of
Ireland. I have reason to believe, that cho-
lera prevailed, to a very considerable ex-
tent, in the City of Waterford during the
months of November and December last.
This fact strongly confirms the idea, if it
does not actually demonstrate, that the at-
tack of cholera, which made its appearance
at Limehouse early in November last, form.
ed part and parcel of the same epidemic
which, having slightly touched the capital
of the British Empire, has extended to Ire
land, unfortunately with an increased de.
gree of severity. I remain, Sir, your obe
dient servant.

My Dear SIR:&mdash;In reply to your inquiries
concerning the existence of cholera in Ire-
land, I beg to inform you, that the cholera
made its appearance here in the second
week of December last, and continued for
about two months. I think I do not exceed
the mark in saying, that in that space of
time we had one hundred cases of genuine
Asiatic cholera, It prevailed about the same
time at Dungarvan, where, as I have been
told, a Board of Health has been formed,
and it had previously been at Waterford.
We have not had a single case here for the
last month, but a few cases are now at Kil,

leagh. In the last visitation here it pre-
sented exactly the same appearances as on
its first visit. The treatment which my ex-
perience has led me to place most conn-
dence in, is the acetate of lead (before any
other remedy) to check or stop the premoni-
tory diarrhoea ; and, if assistance is not

timely sought, so that collapse is at hand,
flannel bags filled with salt made as hot as
can be borne, applied to the trunk and ex-
tremities, and the coldest drinks (ice-water)
taken internally at the same time. When
the pulse has sufficiently rallied, small
bleedings, with calomel, seem to arrest that
Stage of congestion which is so frequently
followed by fatal consecutive fever, better
than any other remedies, I never saw any
final good from saline injections, and found
no other remedies of use but those above-
stated, with the exception of turpentine ap-
plied on flannel, and covered with a bag of
hot salt, to relieve cramp, and the prussic
acid to allay vomiting, which it does in a
remarkable manner. I have kept the hot
salt applied continually for three days and
nights, where the collapse has been so com-
plete that no pulse could be felt at the
wrist, and yet recovery has taken place.
Two of my relatives died in December of
cholera, Miss A. Ellis G. and Mrs. K., one
in fourteen, and the other in ten hours, I
am yours faithfully,

R. GREEN, M.D.
Youghal, March 17’,1838.

NAVAL SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
StR :-As a period is approaching when it

may fairly be hoped that the long-neglected
claims of Naval Medical Officers will meet
with that attention which is due to them,
and with an earnest desire that my brother
officers may have the benefit of your advo-
cacy, by your being appointed to the ‘ Com-
mission of Inquiry" about to be instituted,
I beg leave to offer a few remarks on the
subject of their grievances.

The situation in which naval medical
officers are placed, in comparison with their
brethren in the army, as regards pay and
emoluments, is ably shown in the letter of
" A Naval Surgeon of the last Century,"
inserted in No. 18 of THE LANCET this year
(Jan. 27). But I fear he does not give you
a clear idea of the "glaring difference and
irksome condition of naval assistant-sur-
geons on board a man-of-war," in reference
to those of the army, and therefore I con-
ceive it necessary to be more explicit.

It is a fact, that army-assistant surgeons,
when ordered a passage, or embarked on
board a man-of-war, not only mess with the
lieutenants and other ward-room officers, as
a matter of established right, but also have
cabins, or screened births, allotted them.
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while the naval-assistants, probably their

seniors, mess with the midshipmen and sleep
- in a hammock.

In many instances promotion to assistant-
surgeons is delayed until after twelve or
fourteen years servitude; and should pro-
motion at length be obtained the time

served, however long it may be, reckons
only as three years, leaving; a residue of
twenty-seven years to be served to complete
the period for retirement; the intervals,
when on shore, on half-pay, not included.
Allowing the assistant-surreon, on his entry
into the service, to be 22 years of age;
period of service, previous to promotion. at
12 years ; intervals on half pay, 10 years ;
period of servitude required to complete
30 years, 27 years;&mdash;he will have arrived at
the age of 71 years before lie can retire from
the service on 15 shillings per day ; one day
previous to which his half-pay is only six
shillings per day, if promoted.

There are two assistant- surgeons now

employed ; one, R. Gordon (1801)Temeraiu ;
the other, Thomas Bell (1805) Tower Hill;
each must be sixty years of age or upwards ;
’their full pay is 6s. 6d. per day; half-pay
- three shillings.

The Secretary of the Admiralty may get I
up in his place in the House of Commons,
and assert that the pay of assistant-surgeons
has been increased, when there is no one

present sufficiently acquainted with the real
state of the case to contradict him. It is
true that Is. 6d. has been added to the daily
pay of assistant-surgeons having the entire
medical charge in small vessels; but these
comprise a small proportion uf the entire
body, and it is therefore a boon to a few
individuals only.

There are now 337 assistant-surgeons on
the list, 59 of whom entered the service pre- Ivious to 1815, and 278 since ; of the former.
seven are employed, and 240 of the latter.
1 would propose, therefore, that all of the
first 59, who are qualified for promotion,
should be allowed to retire on 4s. per day,
the remainder on 3s. per day.
As medical men enter both services with

similar qualifications, they should be equally
remunerated. The term of assistant-sur-

geons should be allowed to be reckoned

(including their first three years service)
from the time of passing their examination
for surgeon, and their pay and half-pay in-
crease, as in the army.

In order to ascertain the claims for remu-
neration of each of the individuals to be
placed on the retired list, a return should
be required from the Admiralty of theit
actual service on shore or afloat ; one year
at sea or on foreign service to be considered
equal to two on shore. The first 100 snr

geons being, on an average, 60 years of age
should be permitted to retire ; the amoun
of pay to be regulated by length of service
Each of the remainder, on the Effective list

should be required to take his turn of ser.
vitude, except thP first 200, with any of

whom it should be optional to serve, or

accept a commutation, on the same scale as
in the army : the widows’ pension to re-

main. The pay of the surgeons on the effec.
tive list to be the same as in the army.

It may not be inappropriate here to give
the pay of the medical officers of the Arne.
rican navy, which I now subjoin --

ASSISTANT SURGEONS.

A dollar, being at least worth four shil-
lings sterling, makes the pay of an assistant-
surgeon at sea, after passing, &pound;240 sterling,
nr about 13s. per day. I am, Sir, your obe.
dient servant,

A SURGEON OF THE PRESENT CENTURY.
March 29, 1838.

DR. ELLIOTSON ON MEDICAL
INSTRUCTION.

To the Edator of THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;A letter, which I felt it right to

address to the Medical Faculty of the Lon-
don University, on some points of medical
education, was lately published in yuur
Journal, at my request, together with the

answer, as I was dessrous of making my
opinions publicly known, because the style
I of the acknowledgment, made by the Se-
. nate to a polite and most respectful com-

munication, led me to believe that my
t remonstrance would be spurned by them.

* -So in American Navy List,


